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Commentary 


By 


Doug 
Buffone 


\ 


Falcons gave their best shot 


The Bears went against one of Atlanta’s best efforts of 
the year on Sunday but still came away with the win. 

With Los Angeles losing on Sunday and a good bet that 
the Redskins would beat the 49ers Monday night, the Fal- 
cons had a lot to gain if they beat the Bears. A playoff spot 
could have been at stake for Atlanta, and the Falcons 
played the game that way. 

But the Bear defense responded the way it had to, and 
Tomczak responded well to Ditka’s vote of confidence of 
keeping him in the game. 

The entire defense played well, but especially Dan 
Hampton. Hampion was facing double and triple teaming 
and still played a great game and pui a lot of pressure 
on the Falcon backfield. 

| remember one play where Hampton threw a guy to the 
ground like a rag doll. They were holding him and grab- 
bing him trying to stop him, and Hampion still got through. 
He’s a natural leader out there on the field. 

Gary Fencik is another guy who played great. He was 
always in on the tackles and was hitting hard. | really en- 
joy the way he plays the game. 

And what a great pair of outside linebackers the Bears 
have in Otis Wilson and Wilber Marshall. Both should go 
to the Pro Bowl this year as long as they play like they 
did in the Falcons game. ~ ; 

_ {n the backfield Dave Duerson made some nice plays,. 
and of course Mike Richardson had the big interceptions. 


Five sacks and three interceptions in the game are some 
good numbers by the defense. 

The defense kept everything together with the entire 
front line playing well, including Richard Dent, Steve 
McMichael and William Perry. 

On the other side of the ball Mike Tomczak showed he’s 
a great second-half kid. And it’s great that he’s abie to 
have strong second halves after siow starts. 

When veteran quarterbacks start slow fans don’t get 
concerned and figure they'll come on strong in the second 
half. But they don’t give that chance to young players, and 
they should. Tomczak has proved he can rebound from 
slow starts. 

| wouldn’t get too upset'about Kevin Butler's missed field 
goals. Who cares with the way he’s been kicking? He’s 
won so many games before, he’s too good to worry about. 

And in the receiving corps, Emery Moorehead had that 
big catch at the start of the third quarter and played well. 

The Bears also got Willie Gault going a few times. He can 


_ flat out go by anybody. 


| really enjoyed the game. it was on grass and the piay- 
ers were really slugging it out. It was what football's all 
about. 


The ‘Doug Buffone-Rich King Show” can be seen 


day night at 7 p.m. 


November 24, 1986 Chicago Bear Report 3 


Defense wouldn’t let Falcons slip away 


By Michael Polzin 


Managing Editor ». tae ¢ .?r . vl % 


ATLANTA — With a few exceptions the Bears’ offense 
and special teams did almost everything they could to : 7 
mess up Chicago's game against Atlanta. But the Bear _ : 7 


defense was there to patch things up and not let the game 
get away. 

Kevin Butler, Jim Morrissey and Mike Tomezak (at least 
in the first half) were among the Bears who were glad to 
see the defense get tough in Chicago's 13-10 win at At- 
lanta Fulton County Stadium. 

Tomezak suffered through a horrible first half, in which 
he completed just one of eight passes for six yards. But 
he did come back to complete eight of 14 passes in the 
> second half. 

Morrissey had Dennis Gentry’s 87-yard kickoff return 
nullified when he was called for an illegal block. 

And Butler, after making 18 consecutive field goals, 
missed three in a row in the fourth quarter that would have 
given the Bears a little more breathing room. 

Meanwhile, the defense kept pushing Atlanta away from 
the end zone when the Falcons got close to it in the first 
half. And at the end of the game Mike Richardson took 
the ball away from the Falcons twice with interceptions. 

“We've got a very good defense that made the adjust- 
ments they had to make and took the football game away 
from them,’’ Bears coach Mike Ditka said. 

Defense takes away Atlanta’s chances 

The Bear defense took the game away from the Falcons 
by taking away scoring opportunities. Twice in the first 
quarter Atlanta had the ball inside the Bears’ 30-yard line, 
but they only came away with three points in the period. 

The Bears had Atlanta faced with a 3rd and 15 situa- 
tion at its own 49-yard line. But Atlanta quarterback Dave 
Archer scrambled 14 yards. Then on 4th down running 
back Gerald Riggs carried to the Bears’ 29-yard line for 7 
a first down. = = 

The Bear defense toughened up and on first down Dave Dan Hampton (99) sacks Faleons’ quarterback Dave Archer in the first quarter of Sunday’s game in Atlanta that Chicago 
Duerson sacked Archer for the second time in the game. won, 13-10. (Bear Report photo by Glenn Abrams) 

More pressure on Archer forced an incomplete pass on 
second down. 

Then on 3rd down Duerson came_up with his third big 


pay e ie came BS knocking down Archer's pass, forc- | M&G Nissan Z-Car KP ACK IT’S A BAC, 
ing Atlanta to punt. wali 
The Bears didn’t get quite as good results the second Specialists t OnLy ABAC cKeET IT’s eck WITH JACKET 
time Atlanta had the ball. The Falcons had a 1st and five Complete Service sno ONLY AN AY JACK-PACK” 
at the Bears’ 22 after an offsides penalty against Chica- Direct Mail Orders of \’s NOt A deluxe multi- 
purpose backpack with a built-in 


go. But a Falcons penalty and a sack by Dan Hampton 
moved Atlanta back to the 33. 

On 3rd and 12 Archer tried to bootleg for the first down, Available Nationwide 
but was tackled two yards short at the 19. Ali Haji-Sheikh AA ne 
then kicked a 37-yard field goal to give Atlanta its 3-0 lead. ies ys\ Ake 

Gentry returned Atlanta's kickoff to inside the Falcons’ her geen Sa 
five-yard line. But the play was called back to the Bears’ 
15 because of an illegal block by Morrissey. 

“Execution’s the name of the game. And if you don't 
execute bad things happen,” Ditka said. 

Tomcezak throws first interception 


Parts & Accessories 


attached, fully zippered hooded, waterproof 
windbreaker. The very latest in the state-of-the-art multi-purpose 
packs. Designed for all sports, recreation and schoo! use. 


Twoin one 


WEATHER JACKET & BACKPACK 


tea 


Tomezak couldn’t move the offense again and threw an Original Nissan Factory Parts eAll 2-Car Ac- 
interception that was picked off by Atlanta’s Reggie Wilkes cessories In Stock #Z-Car Technicians On 
and returned to the Bears’ 44. - | Hand 

The Falcons moved to a 1st and 10 at the Bear 12 be- woninr haTiba ARROW wb 


fore they started going backward. It almost seemed like 
the Falcons were actually mosquitoes and the end zone 
was filled with Off! ; 

On the next play Turk Schonert replaced Archer, who 
left the game with a separated right shoulder. The Falcons 
were then penalized for 10 yards, lost four yards on a run- 
ning play and sacked for a loss of 11 yards to push them ay ee 
all the way back to the 43, forcing them to punt. Gn CEA caie 

The blitzing Chicago did on Sunday was particularly ef- 
fective against Schonert. “| watched our defense blitz dur- 
ing the week and | couldn’t have adjusted to them,”’ Ditka 
said. ‘All week it looked excellent in practice.”’ 

Said Duerson, “The pressure we were applying was just 


MONTE VISTA AVENUE 


10 Freeway 


as great as the number of sacks.’’ The Bears recorded High Fashion Boinds = = SSS = Se ee aS Se Se ae 
five sacks in the game. oo 
’ j ; : , Please send $19.95 for the Jack-Pack or Money Saving Offer 3 for $49.95. (Add 

pane Beas Re wasnit through saving the day at discount store prices! $4.00 for shipping and handling). In CA add 66 sales tax. Allow 3 weeks for y 
yet. Chicago had four chances to stretch its lead in the Plus - delivery. Mailing Address: SULLIVAN INC., 2230 S. Eastern Ave., Commerce, l 
fourth quarter but failed each time. And after each time, FREE MEASURING! CA 90040 
the defense didn’t allow Atlanta to move the ball anywhere. FREE ESTIMATES! : . 

The Bears moved to Atlanta's 16-yard line before Pay- FREE INSTALLATION! bas rah ethene Youth —s Adult I 
ton fumbled the ball away. But two plays later Chicago FREE BLIND CLEANER! N.Y. Giants Small (6-8) Medium (38-40) 1 
got another chance when Richardson intercepted a pass Verticals. . . Minis Dallas Cowboys ___Medium (10-12) _ Large (42-44) jj 
OY Senoned at the 40 and returned it back to Atlanta’s Pleated Shades & Shutters Chicago Bears ___Large (14-16) i 

-yard line. 

Butler’s streak comes to an end FEATURING M&B prooucts Raine ; i 

But then Butler had his streak end when he missed a 312-622-6949 Address Se See 
28-yard attempt when the ball went wide right. Shop at home and SAVE! ‘ : I 

Still Schonert gave the Bears another chance on the : o | ——— aaa ee, aaa 
next play. He threw his second straight pass to Richard- Check or Money Order Enclosed to Sullivan Inc. : 


oe es ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee es es ee ee a ee ee ee es as a a ee 


Continued Page 14 
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Bears-Falcons Official Sta tistics 


SCORING SUMMARY Atlanta Falcons 

Chicago: Bears ..cz.sc0t’ svitieae lo tres «<5 03 109 — 13 tr AS Me PO OUR 

Atlanta Falcons ........sssseseceeeeneeees 37 00 — 10 Bryan te ee a nt 
Atlanta, 1, 14:14, FG Haji-Sheikh 37-yards, 0-3 Casillas,.......: ea ae 
Atlanta, 2, 8:26, Williams 14 interception return (Haji-Sheikh kick), 0-10 Gann 2 2 0 i) 0 0 0 
Chicago 2, 14:10, FG Butler 32-yards, 3-10 Case . 3 0 OL > Se 
Chicago, 3, 1:11, Tomczak 1-yard run (Butler kick) (3-88), 10-10 J. Williams ...... 6 0 0 0 1 1 0 
Chicago, 3, 7:51, FG Butler 44-yards, 13-10 A. Brown 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Attendance: 55,520; tickets distributed: 59,643; unused: 3,723; time: 3:13 Curry ee a 0 

Weather cloudy, temperature 65 degrees, wind and direction 5-10 mph Wilkes... <<: a i SE ke OF 

SW, stadium Green.......2. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Moore 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

r Rade 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 
FINAL TEAM STATISTICS CHAK oc seer ccriaes « 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Cason 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bears Falcons Groudip .......... 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAUSFIRST: DOWNS Sines. css eee ae 15 11 AUSUN cans, 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
By: RUSnING decactt-gee ts errata 2 11 5 Harrison 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 
By: Passiig.ic. scene Wa. dha ue e ee «c 4 6 Schonert........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
By:Pehally: 3. is sarees &..-.ee sehen stron 0 0 Batt... ea deee 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 3-12 6-16 GOX <del aes 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY Bs is see an 7 oe 0-0 1-1 

TOTAL. NEINVARDS 32 pares ces cole aie atens 368 159 
Total Off. Plays 

(Inc. times passing) .................... - 61 57 
Ay. Gain per Off. Play ................... 6.0 2.8 

NET YARDS RUSHING ............ ae = 165 118 
Total Rushing Plays ............ aire Mada 39 28 e 
Av. Gain Per Push. Play... 0... vocss on 42 42 Radio, TV Coverage 

NET YARDS PASSING .................... 203 44 
Times Thrown — Bear fans can listen to Bear taik shows on Chicago ra- 

Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ................. 0-0 5-39 dio stations every Monday night. 
Gross Yds. Passing.................... 203 80 At 7:05 p.m. on Mondays, WGN (720 AM) broadcasts 

PASS ATT. — COMP. — “The Mike Ditka Show." The only exception is on Dec. 
HADJINTERCEPTED). ©... <5. eee 22-9-2 24-10-3 14 when the show is broadcast at 8:05 p.m. 

Av. Gain Per Pass Play Also on Monday mornings at 7:20 a.m. on WGN, Ditka 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 9.2 14 talks with Bob Collins. 

PUNTS — NO. AND AV.................... 3-49 748 Kevin Butler had his streak of 18 consecutive field goals “Bear Talk” with Rich King is broadcast on WBBM (780 
Had'Blockeditt seta Ye ose Rees 0 0 broken when he missed his last three attempts of the game AM) Mondays at 7 p.m. 

TOTAL RET. YARDAGE ...........-. +... 80 37 against Atlanta Sunday. (Bear Report photo by Glenn +7 : : : 

No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .............0.00. 430 2-43 Gens) On television Chicago's game against Green Bay, Sun- 
No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 3493-74 day, will be shown live at noon by CBS on channel 2 in 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret.................. 3-50 2-24 the Chicago area. WGN also will carry the game live on 

PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 650 6-43 radio over the Bears Radio Network. 

Sy aera AND LOST.........++00.. s u oe And the “Doug Buffone-Rich King Show” can be seer 
Alishing’- ck. cc meee eee . 1 0 on cable on Sportsvision every Friday at 7 p.m. in the 
Oe Seen Be Sey SK/ Chicago area. 

ESSING Foss a oa. > enemigpet sare rig tele 0 0 PASSING No. CP Yds. Yds) LG TD / 

EAE MEE fo 2 ATT sicintye nies 2 re 05 ay ab Archersnactec . . 12 5 44 3/23 14 0 0 

FG MADE — ATT. ............20cseseee ee 25 14 Sages i- pa <Gebcepiae 4° 

TIME OF POSSESSION.................... 29:18 30:42 RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD { 

Rigg6 iis Loy: ox ae es Sete Be ~ hale ED 
Middleton: -4vins Dwi tows F.5MRe 1 4 4 0 
ESS Sie + 10 0 Bears’ Schedule 
FINAL wp ag STATISTICS CIBMOWN 2 sens soeteut Soe o.< pene 5 60 14 0 REGULAR SEASON 
icago Bears COXWas dats Team ne ap coe Tas eee 1 2 2 0 BEARS 41, Cleveland 31 

RUSHING Nos, dsc Avgrarongs 1D BEARS 13, Philadelphia 10 OT 

Tomozak:.. 2. Areas ees 6 36 60 14 1 INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD ‘ Bay 12 

Payton. ..c<.coeaem beeen 20 6 35 8 O Si Wilkama x Jee te alos ap: 1 ieee — 25, Green Bay : 

Gentry 0k eens ee. 1 14 140 14 «0 aN ewe By cok pe a + tone aate 20 ARS 44, ‘Cincinngs 

Thomas’... stem ES. aie Tee 2h S65 sli, 0 BEARS 28, Minnesota 0 

Suliey.: .< vstechoes Cale Se i ee PUNTING No. Yds, Avg. TB In20 LG aeons 

: Donneliyitencs seer. sy-< 7 33481, 3 0 65 BEARS 13 Detroit 7 
SK/ ‘. 

PASSING No. CP Yds. Yds. LG 1D ‘1 PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 1D ese sh Be ph = rh ‘ag 

Tomozak........ _ 22 9 203 «(0/0 = 85 0 2 WONOS) eee Nee w- -o 5s tay ge 2 0 13 14 0 BEARS 13. Atlanta 10 

RECEIVING No. Yds. LG 1D KICK RETURNS No. Yds. LG TD GREEN BAY PACKERS, Noon 

Ravine ite, ee nee ee Bie gg, Stange ae. Us OE 4 35 0 PITTSBURGH STEELERS, Noon 

Sun. ica ices a ag Se aca cee 3 16 7 0 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS, Noon 

Moorehead ............cccccveveees 1 8 8 0 FINAL DEFENSIVE STATISTICS .. -( at Detroit'Lians, 8 p.m. 

Galt, St ees wee ae oe 2 7 4 0 Chicago Bears --abiDailles| Conbays; S'p. nt. 

Wrightman ®..-.-+ etek onie oieasd 1 20: 20 0 A Ss YE tint Bo ER 

Thomas ........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD Harris .......... 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Duerson., 7S Pe ieee 1 16 = 12 0 McMichael ...- 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Richardson .........-ec0cceeseeeees 2 34 29 0 Dent's augar-oe.s Deas iS Leak cme path Tim Wrig htman Show 

Duerson ........ 3 2 Die NZD: ot 1 0 

PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG Singletary... 7 cd, SOP Oe ale cu Reilly’s Daughter 

BuO ae cats: ates 3. 149 497) «(0 1 83 — atari 2 4 ; = : : ; 117th & Pulaski (in the Ranch Manor Shopping Genter) 

PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD  Wison......... ek va tee So. Lhe oe calla’ "a Slag 

BANGS nosn-<s te Sete eter OF SO G0 ei ONO Bell Sac ok Tn Ol’ Tt RT ae EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT AT 8:30 P.M. 

Pettis 2 «+ de 26s 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 Meet Ti 
KICK RETURNS No. Yds. LG 1D Hampton ....... 1. 05 Dts pereee eee Cences hn cen —— sen 
Gentry. te oo ete toc nt meee 3 49 22 0 Anderson ....... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Richardson...... 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 Present this ad for $1.00 off on our 
Atlanta Falcons Gayle... 2... i 0-0 pide sae 0 on 

RUSHING No. Yds. Avg. Long 1D Moorehead ..... tnt 5 Bh Bem A id ed ‘paki d ok os 

Slamps (= >? aims teeae 2 25 Hoe V0) rath 6 0 Onlegorac., are 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 sponsored in part by 

eye ae eure trees ER secant 

Baie eave oe 1 he Boles. Morrissey... 1 |) By ae everest Atha iia 
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A week in 
the career of 


Walter Payton 


Week 10 of this season 
was a typical one for 
Walter Payton, who 
bounced back from a dis- 
located toe that Monday 
to play in the following 
game against Tampa 
Bay. (Bear Report photo 
by Glenn Abrams) 


When Walter Payton runs into the Hall of Fame, he 
should carry along a time capsule of the 10th week of his 
12th season. 

It would be a video, of course, set to the background 
music of ‘‘Keep On Dancin’,”’ Payton’s Kentucky Fried 
Chicken song. Unlike Colonel Harlan Sanders and Colonel 
Richard Dent, Payton does more than one thing right. 

The opening shot would show Payton running through 
the Los Angeles Rams on the first series of the Monday 
night game in Soldier Field. Seven yards, eight yards at 
a crack. 


Then, he is on the sideline in the second half, sitting 
down with his right shoe off. Trainer Fred Caito and two 
team physicians, Dr. Clarence Fossier and Dr. Lowell Weil, 
are examining the big toe on his right foot. It is dislocated 
at the first joint, the one near the toenail. 

Thomas Sanders gets into the game in Payton’s place 
and scores two touchdowns on his first two carries. Pay- 
ton is now back in uniform, hopping around the sideline. 
“He was trying to show us how good he was,”’ said Dr. 
Fossier. ; 


Coach Mike Ditka walks down the sideline and tells Pay- 
ton he’s through for the night. Payton leaves for the lock- 
er room for an X-ray. 

The next day, Ditka is concerned about Payton’s avail- 
ability for the Tampa Bay game. 

“If Payton can’t play, we'll alternate Sanders and (Neal) 
Anderson,”’ Ditka said. 


Payton’s injury makes headlines 

Since Payton had missed only one game in his career, 
the doubt made headlines. A rumor circulated that Pay- 
ton would be out for the season. 

Dr. Fossier clarified: 

“X-rays were negative. A lot will depend on how swollen 
and how sore it is by Wednesday. Knowing Walter, he will 
say he feels fine and try to show us what he can do. It 
will be up to Freddie to see if he can really push off on 
the toe or if he’s kidding himself.” 

Dr. Fossier admitted he would be surprised if Payton 
played, but then he caught himself. 

“Nothing surprises me with Mr. Payton. | bet it would 
surprise some of my other orthopedic colleagues who have 


seen that kind of injury. They would say, ‘No way could 
the kid be playing football,’ ’’ said the doctor. 


Dr. Fossier estimated that half the weight of the body 
on push-off is absorbed by the big toe. 

“It’s not a question of playing in pain, but if he’s less 
than full speed, he sets himself up for an injury of some 
other part because he’s not at full strength,’’ said Dr. 


. Fossier. 


Ae 
y — 


( — By 
Seat | Don 
} Pierson 


If Payton could play, he would wear a metal insert in 
his shoe to limit the flexibility. Flexible shoes on hard turf 
puts extra stress on the foot and is the cause of many in- 
juries today. 

The scene shifts to Wednesday in expectation of see- 
ing Payton hobbling around Halas Hall, or limping notica- 
bly, or at least walking gingerly. Instead, Payton bounds 
down the tile steps in stocking feet, no hint of injury. 

He hops on one foot, then the other, and starts to dis- 
appear into the locker room to get ready for practice. 

Three reporters stand with notebooks poised to ask the 
obvious question. Payton anticipates it just before the lock- 
er room door slams shut. 

“If the question is on your minds whether |’m going to 
play and be 100 percent, the answer is yes,’’ Payton said 
with a grin. 


| 
Competitors can’t be kept out 
Ditka is asked whether it wouldn’t be wise to keep Pay- 
ton and middle linebacker Mike Singletary and other in- 
jured players out of action for a week. Ditka agrees it might 
be wise, but not always practical or possible. 


“These are competitors. It’s the nature of the animal,” 
Ditka said. “That's why they play this game and they don’t 
play something else. They want to go out and do the job. 
It’s tough when you have competitive peopie.” 

Payton jumps rope with no problem during Wednesday's 
practice. He talks with Ditka and convinces him he will be 
all right. On Thursday, Payton practices. 


“Walter will be fine,”’ Ditka said. 

It is now Sunday in Tampa Bay, second down, first ser- 
ies. Payton takes a screen pass and runs 57 yards, cut- 
ting back and forth as if to test his toe. 

Payton carries the ball 20 times for 139 yards and gains 
208 total yards. Some of his cuts leave Bucs sprawling 
on the field. Are they bowing down as he passes? 


Not once does he limp to the sideline, hop to the hud- 
dle or emerge from a pileup slowly. Afterwards, he is not 
in the training room soaking his foot on ice. 


To Payton, football is more than a job, more than fun, 
more than a challenge, more than a team game. It is en- 
tertainment. Payton figures he has an obligation to the fans 
as well as to his teammates, coaches and himself. 


To Payton, this is show business. His act plays once 
a week, 20-some weeks a year. He is still angry and em- 
barrassed by missing the fifth game of his rookie year be- 
cause of an ankle injury. 

Other football players may feel the same way, but not 
all of them are Superman. 


Still other football players have no clue. Tyrone Keys, 
a former Bear, was one of the Bucs chasing Payton. Af- 
terwards, he said: ‘Payton isn’t hurt. He always fakes 
those injuries so -he won't have to practice.” 

The video ends on a laugh track. 


SLL ———————————————————— 
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10-game totals 


Player 


Pst 


Mike Singletary 83 49 30 6 0 
Gary Fencik 85 41 45 8 BI 
Wilber Marshall 66 41 25 4 2 
Dave Duerson 66 35 31 9 1 
Otis Wilson ia 36 36 3 0 
Steve McMichael 60 26 34 2 0 
William Perry 51 29 22 il 0 
Mike Richardson 39 29 10 1'5 0 
Reggie Phillips 31 16 5, 9 0 
Dan Hampton 40 16 24 1 73 
Richard Dent 46 rs 26 at 0 
Vestee Jackson 10 5 5 2 0 
Todd Bell 4 3 1 1 0 
Shaun Gayle 8 7 1 il 0 
Mike Hartenstine 4 3 ak 0 0 
Henry Waechter 2 2 0 0 0 
Al Harris ¥f 4 3 at 0 
Ron Rivera , fil 23 8 1 0 
Jim Morrissey 4 a 3 1 0 
Dan Rains 3 3 0 0 0 
SPECIAL TEAM TACKLES 
Thomas Sanders 10 7 3 Todd Bell 
Jim Morrissey 7 2 Keith Ortego 
Dan Rains 10 1 3 N. Anderson 
Ron Rivera 3 2 1 XK. Butler 
Shaun Gayle 6 3 3. V. Jackson 
Dave Duerson 3} 2 1 LL. Rubens 
Calvin Thomas 4 2 2 E. Moorehead 


R. Phillips 


+. ~ 
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Bears Defensive Stats 


BL Sacks/Yds 


0 (0 NS et 
1 O.- 10 Faro 
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Dennis Gentry weaves through an opening on his long kickoff return Sunday that was called back because of an illegal block. 


(Bear Report photo by Glenn Abrams) 


JOE AND ELVIRA — OWNERS 
OPEN 7 DAYS 11 A.M.-10 P.M. 
FEATURING... 


* HOME COOKING * ORDERS TO GO 

* SPAGHETTI * POLLO (CHICKEN) 

* RAVIOLI CACCIATORE 

* LASAGNE * EGGPLANT 

* CANNELLONI PARMESAN 

* PIZZA *BEER »SOFT DRINKS 
*SANDWICHES *WINE *CATERING 


“BEER” 
“WINE” 


TWO LOCATIONS! 


450 Tres Pinos Rd 


HOLLISTER. 
CALIFORNIA 


408-636-1822 


168 Wes! 10th 


GILROY, 
CALIFORNIA 


408-842-1446 


El Pocito 
Restaurant 


Chile Relleno © Shrimp Soup « 
Cabrito * Barbacoa, Etc. Hours 
Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m.-4 p.m. 

(512) 686-1188 


Mention Chicago Bear Report 
203 S. 17th St, 
MC ALLEN, TEXAS 


Research 
saves lives. 


Thé Bears are hot after winning Super Bowl XX 
and already have their sights set on Super Bow! 
XXI at the Rose Bowl. 

For Bear fans everywhere, there is only one 
publication that gives you exclusive, in-depth 
coverage of the Bears. . .and their winning ways. 

It's Doug Buffone’s Chicago Bear Report, the 26 
times a year weekly newspaper that's a must for 
every Bear fan. 

If you subscribe today, you'll get all the Bear 
facts delivered to your home or office. 

Like the Chicago Bears, the BEAR REPORT is 
unrivaled in its league. Subscribe now and find out 
for yourself! 


Se 2 2S SCS Seo Sess oman SSS SS an 


| BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


Chicago Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 

#89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 } 
(1-year (26 issues) for only [-) 2-years (52 issues) for only 2 
$19.95, a BIG 38% $35.95, a BIGGER 44% i 
SAVINGS over the SAVINGS over the i] 
newsstand price of $32.50 newsstand price of $65.00. i 
(Check here i this is a renewal i 

Delivery by First Class Mail available for $26.00 per year in 

addition to subscription costs. Please enclose this additional 

amount. with your order, if requesting special handling. 


i 

| 

i 

| 

L] Yes, | want to follow the Bears to Super Bowl XXI, Enter i 
my subscription to the BEAR REPORT for the term indicated. 
q 

a 

i 

i 


| 
a 
| 
Zip 
nay | 


Name 


Address 


City State 

C1 enclose Payment - check or 
money order 

C)Please charge my credit card _Ityoware not 
() MasterCard CL) visa satisfied, a full refund 
Card No on the remaining por- 
E Dal : i= tion of your subscrip- 

xp. Date tion will be sent. 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY?! 
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McMahon suffering from rotator cuff tear 


The Bears got a bit of bad news last week when they 
found out quarterback Jim McMahon has a slight tear in 
the rotator cuff of his right shoulder. But at least now they 
know what it is that’s been giving McMahon problems. 

The injury is not seen as season ending or career end- 
ing, though offseason arthroscopic surgery is a possibili- 
ty for McMahon. 

Last Tuesday after the Tampa Bay game, Bears team 
physician Clarence Fossier conducted tests on the shoul- 
der, including an arthrogram, CAT scan and ultrasound 
testing. 

After finding inconclusive results Fossier had McMahon 
exercise the shoulder for 30 minutes, then conducted 


Bear 
\ Notebook 


another arthrogram. The arthrogram involved injecting air 
and dye into McMahon's shoulder, then taking X-rays. 

After the second arthrogram Fossier detected a partial 
thickness tear of the rotator cuff where it is attached to 
the bone. 

In addition to the muscle tear, McMahon also has an 
inflamed bursa sac between the rotator cuff and the bone. 
The inflamed bursa sac is a symptom of the rotator tear. 

Fossier said the rotator injury was not caused by any 
one hit, but by attrition that may have started as far back 
as during McMahon's college career at Brigham Young. 

The shoulder separation McMahon suffered in the open- 
ing game this year against Cleveland is fully healed. The 
problem now is the rotator injury. The two injuries have 
caused McMahon to miss six of the Bears’ 11 games so 
far this year. 

Fossier also said the rotator tear may have been respon- 
sible for McMahon missing three games last November, 
when tendinitis was diagnosed as the problem. The tear 
wasn’t discovered then because an arthrogram wasn’t per- 

formed. 

Because the testing set his recovery back slightly, 
McMahon missed the Atlanta game but could be ready 
in time to play against Green Bay Nov. 23. 

The danger in McMahon returning too early would be 
that he might change his throwing style to compensate 
for the injury, which could lead to further damage. 

Bears coach Mike Ditka said had he known about the 
tear after the Cleveland game, he would have put McMa- 
hon on injured reserve. 

“They treated for what the injury was, a Grade 1 sepa- 
ration,”’ he said. ‘‘Sometimes you treat a cold and you've 
got pneumonia. Sometimes they make mistakes.” 

But at least now everyone knows exactly what the 
problem is. 

“I'm encouraged by it,” Ditka said. “‘But | was en- 
couraged by the first report, too. | think Jim will be honest 
with it. We'll just pick it up day by day and see where he’s 
at.’ 

Ditka also put to rest the rumors that the Bears might 
trade McMahon because of his injury problems. 

“You don’t give people ultimatums when they’re in- 
jured,”’ he said. *‘We have no problem with Jim. You’re 
hurt and can’t play, we understand it. We don’t expect you 
to play injured. When he's well, he’ll certainly be back in 
there playing. Right now he’s very much in the future of 
the Bears.” 

As for his own shoulder Ditka said, ‘‘I’m sure if you put 
dye in my shoulder and you let me exercise for 25 minutes, 
you’d probably find a little leakage somewhere. It'd prob- 
ably run right into my brain.” 

The Bears had hoped McMahon would be able to start 
throwing the ball by the end of last week. But because of 
the cold weather and the pain McMahon experienced from 
the tests, he was not able to throw as soon as the Bears 
wanted. McMahon didn’t throw on Thursday, and trainer 
Fred Caito said the Bears would just let McMahon pick 
up the football and see what happens. 

Caito emphasized that when did McMahon begin throw- 
ing, he would have to be able to throw the ball in a nor- 
mal motion. 

e@WITH MIKE TOMCZAK designated, at least for now, 

as Jim McMahon’s backup, Ditka said later in games he 
may use Steve Fuller or Doug Flutie, depending on the 
situation. But he also pointed out that no matter who the 
quarterback is, the job can’t get done without a good sup- 
porting cast. 

“The team has to help them regardless,” Ditka said. 
“We have to be able to do certain things to be effective. 
Running the ball, play-action passes and qood defense 


are all part of it. If we just leave them out there by them- 
selves with no help, we’re not going to do very well.” 

e@THE BEARS’ INJURED LIST showed some improve- 
ment over last week. Entering the game against Atlanta, 
linebacker Mike Singletary was expected to start. But Ditka 
said Todd Bell would probably replace Singletary in nick- 
el situations. 

After Thursday’s practice Ditka said Otis Wilson had 
more fluid on his knee but expected him to play against 
Atlanta. 

Wilbur Marshall also missed Thursday's practice be- 
cause of the stomach flu. Caito said he expected the sick- 
ness to pass within 24 hours. 

The worst casualty from Thursday’s practice was Hen- 
ry Waechter. And once again, the injury was caused by 
Mark Bortz, who is getting a reputation as a hit man on 
the practice field. 

Earlier in the year Bortz accidentally poked William Perry 
in the eye. Then on Thursday Bortz accidently hit 


Waechter in the mouth and possibly dislocated his jaw. 


Bortz hit Waechter during a blocking drill. Waechter was 


TURN ON A LITTLE FAN WITH A 
HUDDLES CHICAGO BEARS LAMP 


AND DIGITAL CLOCK 


Great gifts. Perfect for that ... 
special Bear fan. A full ; 
17” high, adorable 7” 
Huddles team 
mascot lamp or a 
Bears helmet digital 
clock. Order now for 
Christmas. Supplies are lim- 


to have X-rays taken after practice to determine if the jaw 
was broken. Ditka said he expected Waechier to be able 
to play against the Falcons. 

Ditka said that it also looks like Dan Rains, who was 
placed on the injured reserve list last week, may have car- 
tilage damage in his knee and may need arthroscopic 
surgery. 

@LATELY OPPONENTS HAVE BEEN trying to keep the 
ball away from Dennis Gentry on kickoffs, but that doesn't 
worry Ditka. 

“Thomas Sanders is pretty darn good too,”” he said. 
“We need to switch them a little bit more. But what they've 
done to themselves by doing that is they’ve kicked the ball 
short and given us real good field position. 

“| don’t blame them for kicking away from Dennis Gen- 
try. Someone told me about Dennis that something hap- 
pens when he’s around. Like that pass against Tampa 
Bay. That was a fantastic play when you really analyze 
it. He makes things happen.” 

Ditka also said Gentry is getting plenty of playing time 
by getting in every other series. 


me ited. Only $24.95 each. Call 1-800-843-0217 


:g:::| Officially 
Licensed 
Produc 


of sport items under 
license of the NFL. 


Official manufacturer 


or mail this coupon now. Allow approximately 
four weeks for delivery. 


I'd like to order a Huddies Chicago Bears 
Lamp. 

qty at $24.95 $ 
'd like to order a Bears Digital Clock 
qty at $24.95 '$ — 


plus $3.50 shipping/handling per lamp or clock 
$ Co a Se 


Name 
PORGSS <a 
Cty ite 


vwisaymc LITTTTTTTITITT TTT) 
Expiration Date 
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Green Bay Packers vs. Chicago Bears 


Green Bay Packers 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos, Age Yr. College 

4 Chuck Fusina 08 : he 2 «3 Penn State 
10 Al Del Greco K 510 191 4 3 Auburn 

16 Randy Wright 08 62 203 2 3 Wisconsin 
17 Don Bracken P 60 86211 24 2 Michigan 
20 Ed Berry 0B 510 183 22 R Utah State 
22 Mark Lee OB- 511 189 2 7 Washington 
23 Tiger Greene $ 510 184 2 2 W. Carolina 
24 Mossy Cade CB 61 198 8024 «2 Texas 

25. John Simmons CBKR 511 192 26 6 SMU 

28 Elbert Watts 08 61 205 XX X USC 

29 Ken Stills 0B 510 {86 26 2 Wisconsin 
30 Paul Ott Carruth RB 6-1 220 «2 =CO@#R Alabama 
31 Gerry Ellis FB S-11\| s2dome 128) Missouri 
33. Jessie Clark FB 60 226 2 4 Arkansas 
36 Kenneth Davis RB 510 209 24 R Texas Christian 
40 Eddie Lee Ivery HB 60 21 49 7 Gerogia Tech 
42 Gary Ellerson RB Sil 219 3 2 Wisconsin 
49 David Greenwood Ss 63 4210 «26 «2 Wisconsin 
53 Leroy “Bobby” Leopold LB 61 224 2 4 Notre Dame 
$4 Jeff Schuh LB 62 232 2 6 Minnesota 
55 Randy Scott LB 64 2280027 :=CG Alabama 
56 Burnell Dent 8 61 236 «23a Tulane 

62 Ruben Mendoza OL 64 290 23 R Wayne St. (NE) 
65 Ron Hallstrom... G 66 42000 a? 5 lowa 

67 Karl Swanke Tc 66 262 28 7 Boston College 
69 Bill Cherry CIG 64 277 25 R Mid. Tenn. St. 
72 Tom Neville TG 65 36 24 AR Fresno St. 
73 Alan Veingrad . 1G 65 277 23 1 East Texas St. 
75 Ken Ruettgers. . .. OL 65 200 24 2 USC 

76 Alphonso Carreker DE 66 271 24.4°3 Florida St. 
77 Greg Feasel T 67 301 27 1 Abilene Christian 
79 Donnie Humphrey DE 6-3 295 ots Auburn 
80 James Lotion WR 63 6 S 9 Stanford 
81 Dan Ross : TE 64 86240 7 Northeastern 
85 Phillip Epps WR 59 55 27 «5 TCU 

66 Ed West - ; TE 61 243¢« HD Auburn 
87 Walter Stenley . WAKR 59 179 23 2 Mesa Coll. 
89 Mark Lewis TE 627) 237 25) 2 Texas A&M 
90 Ezra Johnson DE 64 86264 = 0:10 Morris Brown 
91 BrianNoble............ LB Edy 92520 23)) 2) Arizona St. 
92 Ben Thomas DENT 6-4 27a) eos Auburn 
93 Robert Brown DE 6-2 267 2 6«C«S VPI 

94 Charles Martin oT 64 20 27 3 Livingston 
97 Timothy Harris . LB 65 235 21, sR Memphis State 
99 John Dorsey , LB 62 23 2 3 Connecticut 


Injured Reserve — WR Nolan Frana, TE Mike Moffitt, L Brent Moore, RB Freddie Parker, G/T Keith 
Uecker, LB Mike Weddington, QB Robbie Bosco, SS Mark Murphy, C/G Rich Moran, CB Tim Lewis 
LB John Anderson, C Mark Cannon. 

HEAD COACH: Forrest Gregg 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dick Modzelewski 

ASSISTANT COACHES: Tom Coughlin. passing game/receivers: John Hilton. offensive backfieldispecial 
teams; Dick Jauron, defensive backfield; Virgil Knight, strength/conditioning: Dale Lindsey. lineback- 
ers; George Sefcik, quarterbacks; Jerry Wampfler, offensive line. 


Special to the Bear Report 

Victories have been few and far between for the Green 
Bay Packers this season. Thus, when this team wins a 
game it is a major event. 

For only the second time during the '86 campaign, the 
Packers were able to break out the victory cigars last Sun- 
day. Before an excited throng at Milwaukee County Stadi- 
um, the Packers scored on their first two possessions and 
never looked back en route to a 31-7 win over the visiting 
Buccaneers. 

Green Bay quarterback Randy Wright, who had been 
knocked out of the Nov. 9 game against Washington with 
a concussion, came back strong last Sunday. He threw 
three touchdown passes, including a 53-yard bomb to wide 
receiver Phillip Epps on the Packers’ second offensive play 
of the game. 

Even though the Packers bring a lowly 2-9 record to 
Soldier Field for next Sunday’s battle with the Bears, 
Green Bay head coach Forrest Gregg says his team will 
not lay down for anybody. 

“You bet our guys are playing hard,”’ says Gregg. 
“They're trying and that’s the only thing you can go on. 
They're trying to get better and they are getting better. 
They're doing a lot of things better each week.” 

Yet despite the effort, the Packers have been cellar 
dwellers all season long. They started the season with six 


Sunday, Nov. 23 
Soldier Field 


Chicago 
Noon, CST 


KICKER AL DEL GRECO 


" 


4 


consecutive defeats before shocking the Browns in a 31-17 
victory at Cleveland Stadium on October 19. Unfortunately, 
the Packers went back to their old habits after that game 
and lost the next three before defeating Tampa Bay last 
Sunday. 

Mistakes hurting Green Bay 

“Look, we're not playing like a playoff team. We’re not 
playing like a winning team,’’ Gregg says. ‘'What’s hap- 
pened to us is somebody is making that mistake. It doesn’t 
necessarily have anything to do with talent. It may just 
have to do with young people being able to handle the 
situation at hand. | don’t know. 

“The only thing | know is that | think we have some good 
football players. | think we have some good kids that will 
get better and will improve weekly. | think we can have 
a winning football team with this group. Yes, I'd like to have 
better players, everybody would. And we'll get better play- 
ers. But right now, these are what we have and we’re go- 
ing to play with them and they're going to improve. As long 
as they keep working, they will improve and we will win 
some ball games.” 

One of those players who is starting to improve is Wright 
The third-year quarterback out of Wisconsin was‘awful dur- 
ing the first half of the season. Gregg wanted to bench 
him, but really had no one else to turn to. Through 11 
weeks, Wright has thrown 11 touchdown passes, but has 


Chicago Bears 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos, Ht = Whe Age Yr. College 
2 Doug Flutie Q8 59 176 24 R  Beston Goliege 
4 Steve Fuller 06 64 15 @ 8B Clemson 
6 Kevin Butler K 61 195 £2 Georgia 
8 MaUry Butord P 61 191 26 65 Texas Tech 
9 Jim McMahon OB 6) 190 a 8 BYU 
18 Mike Tomozak 08 61 5 a Ohio State 
20 Thomas Sanders RB 51) 2038 hs Texas ABM 
22 Dave Duerson i) G1 23 2 4 Notre Dame 
23 Shaun Gayle CB Sit 199 2% 3 Ohio St 
24 Vestee Jackson DB 60 186 6 «62 «6OR Washington 
25 Todd Bell NS) 61 205 Cai Ohio State 
26 Matt Suhey FB 511 216 2 7 Penn State 
27 Mike Richardson cB 60 168 5 Arizona St 
29 Dennis Gentry RB 58 164 an 5 Baylor 
33. Calvin Thomas FB , bil (3245. 2h 5 hints 
34 Walter Payton RB 510 2 OH 12 Jackson Si 
35 Neal Anderson R8 5-11 210 21 R Flonda 
45. Gary Fencik $ 61 196 032s Yale 
48 Reggie Phillips DB 510 170 2 2 SMU 
50 Mike Singletary LB 60 228 oF 6 Baylor 
51 Jim Morrissey LB 63 215 23 2 Michigan State 
52 Larry Rubens Cc 62 22 27 3 Montana State 
54 Brian Cabral LB 61 22 6630 Colorado 
58 Otis Wilson LB 62 22 2 7 Louisville 
57 Tom Thayer Gic 4 261 24. 2 Notre: Dame 
58 Wilber Marshall LB 1 25 24 3 Florida 
59 Ron Rivera ‘ LB 63 239 «424 3 Calitornia 
62 Mark Bortz... G 66 29 2 4 lowa 
63 Jay Hilgenberg . c 63 256 27 6 \owa 
68 Paul Blair. OT 64 205 22 A Oklahoma State 
70 Henry Waechter OT 6&5 275 a8 *& Nebraska 
72 William Perry DT 6-2 8 2 2 Clemson 
73 Mike Hartenstine DE 63 424 «6 «(12 Penn State 
74 Jim Covert T 64 27f) 264 Pittsburgh 
76 Steve McMichael DT 62 20 2 7 Texas 
78 Keith Van Horne T 66 280 BCS USC 
79 Kurt Becker. G 65 87 WF § Michigan 
80 Tim Wrightman TE 63 237 2 2 UCLA 
81 Lew Barnes WR 58 163. 8 Oregon 
83 Willie Gault WR 61 1893 54 Tennessee 
87 Emery Moorehead TE 62 220 32 10 Colorado 
89 Keith Ortego WR 60 180 22 2 McNeese State 
90 Al Hartis LB 65. (263: 2) 7 Arizona St 
95 Richard Dent DE 65 23 «OG Tenn State 
99 Dan Hampton OT 65 267 2 8B Arkansas 


Injured Reserve — OT Andy Frederick, RB Calvin Murray, TE Riley Walton, OG Stefan Humphnes. 
LB Dan Rains. 

Physically Unable to Perform — WR Dennis McKinnon, C8 Lesite Frazier 

Non-Football Injury — WR Glenn Kozlowski. 

HEAD COACH: Mike Ditka 

ASSISTANTS: Jim Dooley, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, ‘Geeta Jim LaRue, John Levra, Dave MoGin- 
nis, Johnny Roland, Dick Stanfel, Vince Tobin 


been intercepted 18 times. Three of his passes were 
picked off by Tampa Bay last Sunday. 

When Wright is on target, he has two excellent receivers 
to throw to. Perennial Pro Bowl receiver James Lofton, who 
ranked 6th in the league through 10 weeks with 43 catches 
for 551 yards, caught one touchdown pass against Tam- 
pa Bay. Epps, who scored two touchdowns last Sunday, 
ranked 7th in the league at the 10-week mark with 43 for 
516. 

While the Packer passing game ranks a respectable 
10th in the league, the rushing game was dead last after 
10 weeks. The Packers have been averaging only 84 yards 
per game on the ground. Rookie Kenneth Davis, who 
rushed for 59 yards on 11 carries against Tampa Bay, 
leads the team with 371 yards for the season. 

Turnovers are a problem 

The offense’s biggest problem has been coughing up 
the ball. The Packers led the NFC with 29 giveaways (79 
inteceptions, 10 fumbles) through 10 games. Combined 
with 17 takeaways by the defense, the Packers had a net 
differential of minus 12 thrdugh 10 games, worst in the 
NEL. 

Green Bay’s defense has been respectable this year. 
The unit ranked 11th through 10 games (12th vs. pass, 
17th vs. rush). Against Tampa Bay last Sunday, the Pack- 

Continued Page 16 
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LINEBACKER TIM HARRIS RUNNING BACK KENNETH DAVIS 


Lineups 
Packers | Chicago 
Offense | 


80 James Lofton, 40 Eddie Lee Ivery 83 Willie Gault, 89 Keith Ortego 

75 Ken Ruettgers, 77 Greg Feasel 74 Jim Covert, 68 Paul Blair 

72 Tom Neville, 62 Ruben Mendoza 62 Mark Bortz, 79 Kurt Becker 

67 Karl Swanke, 69 Bill Cherry 63 Jay Hilgenberg, 52 Larry Rubens 
65 Ron Hallstrom, 72 Tom Neville 57 Tom Thayer, 79 Kurt Becker 

73 Alan Veingrad, 75 Ken Ruettgers 78’ Keith Van Horne, 68 Paul Blair 
85 Phillip Epps, 87 Walter Stanley 87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 
81 Dan Ross, 86 Ed West 89 Keith Ortego, 29 Dennis Gentry 
16 Randy Wright, 4 Chuck Fusina 34 Walter Payton, 20 Tom Sanders 
42 Gary Ellerson, 36 Kenneth Davis 26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 
30 Paul Ott Carruth, 31 Gerry Ellis 18 Mike Tomczak, 4 Steve Fuller 


ATLANTA 
Nov. 14-16, 86 


Defense 


76 Alphonso Carreker, 92 Ben Thomas 99 Dan Hampton, 73 Mike Hartenstine 

94 Charles Martin, 79 Donnie Humphrey 76 Steve McMichael, 70 Henry Waechter 

93 Robert Brown, 90 Ezra Johnson R. 72 William Perry, 70 Henry Waechter 

97 Timothy Harris, 54 Jeff Schuh 95 Richard Dent, 73 Mike Hartenstine 

55 Randy Scott, 99 John Dorsey 55 Otis Wilson, 59 Ron Rivera 

99 John Dorsey, 56 Burnell Dent . 50 Mike Singletary, 59 Ron Rivera 

91 Brian Noble, 54 Jeff Schuh 58 Wilber Marshall, 90 Al Harris 

22 Mark Lee, 24 Mossy Cade _b 27 Mike Richardson, 24 Vestee Jackson 

24 Mossy Cade, 25 John Simmons 24 Vestee Jackson, 48 Reggie Phillips 
22 Dave Duerson, 25 Todd Bell 


23 Tiger Greene, 28 Elbert Watts ‘ 
29 Ken Stills, 49 David Greenwood 45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 


Specialists 


10 Al Del Greco, 31 Gerry Ellis PK 6 Kevin Butler 

17 Don Bracken, 91 Brian Noble P 8 Maury Buford 

17 Don Bracken, 4 Chuck Fusina PR 81 Lew Barnes, 89 Keith Ortego 

87 Walter Stanley, 85 Phillips Epps KR 29 Dennis Gentry, 20 Thomas Sanders 
87 Walter Stanley, 36 Ken Davis KC 63 Jay Hilgenberg, 52 Larry Rubens 
69 Bill Cherry, 99 John Dorsey PC 52 Larry Rubens, 63 Jay Hilgenberg 
69 Bill Cherry, 99 John Dorsey H 4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomczak 


FORCOMPLETEINFORMATION AND BROCHURE CALL: 


Red Carpet TRAVEL 


596-0070 


1044 E. 162nd St., SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473 
HOURS: Mon. & Fri. 9-8 Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1 


VO chicago Bear ReportNovember 24, 1986 


Mr. Sam’s 
Restaurant 
and Cafe 


Specializing in the 


EXECUTIVE SERVICE 
TRAVEL, IN C. 


auvexsies7| | Doug’s Picks 


(312) 648-9700 
Mention Chicago Bears 


120 South Riverside Plaza 
Suite 1466 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606 


More than 50% of all 


cancers can be controlled 


with early detection. 


finest prime steaks, 
chops and fresh fish. 


Dinner 5 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Sunday Buffet 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 


212-517-2020 


1265 3rd Ave. 
(corner of 73rd St.) 


NEW YORK CITY, 
NEW YORK 


New York City’s 
1st Native 
* American 
‘Restaurant 


505 Columbus Ave. 
(84th-85th) 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


(212) 877-7777 


BEARS by 15 over PACKERS 
Chicago will romp 


cay Pi by THREE over CHARGERS 
n Diego playing welll 


49ERS by 16 over FALCONS 
Montana will turn loose 


PATRIOTS by SEVEN over BILLS 
Bills could be pesty 


REDSKINS by SIX over COWBOYS 
This is Dallas’ Waterloo 


BRONCOS by THREE over GIANTS 
Important game for both teams 


" Edgewater Hospital’s Cancer Screening Program. LIONS by SEVEN over BUCCANEERS 


“Detroit can handle them 
OILERS by SEVEN over COLTS 


Colts can't beat anyone 


Edgewater Hospital’s Cancer Screening Program is ap- 
proved by the American Cancer Society and provides acom- 
prehensive program for the early detection, prevention and 
treatmer’ of cancers. Edgewater Hospital with its facilities 


and physicians offers the following quality care: 


- A thorough history is taken with special attention 


placed on family history of cancer and life-style. 
+ Affordable, comprehensive and detailed physical 


examination—proctoscopy and mammography for 


selected persons. 


+ Complete diagnostic evaluation, referral and educa- 


tional information for cancer prevention. 


» Experienced on-staff physicians trained in the di- 


agnosis and treatment of cancer. 
To make an appointment and for more 
information call 


878-6000 x 652 


HOME CARE a 


LET US PLACE A 
PROFESSIONAL 


*NURSE *BABYSITTER 
*COMPANION 
*HOUSEKEEPER *HOUSE 
CLEANING 


To Live In Or Work Days 
In Your Home 


PERSONAL 
TOUCH 
HOME AIDE 


Cale % CHIEFS by SIX over CARDINALS 
They'll win the freeway game 


RESTAURANT 
& 
LOUNGE 


SEAFOOD - VEAL 
-STEAK -POULTRY - 
EXPERTLY 
PREPARED 
-RESERVATIONS 
SUGGESTED 


VIKINGS by SIX over BENGALS 


Minnesota is a good team 


RAMS by FOUR over SAINTS 


LA will bounce back 


EAGLES by TWO over SEAHAWKS 


Touch one to pick 
BROWNS by THREE over STEELERS 


Cleveland won't have it easy 


JETS by 10 over DOLPHINS 
No problem for New York 


Last week’s record: 10-3 


Cancer. p Phone: 813-966-5985 Season record: 102-47 
creening rrogram (312) 567-0217 1272 Tamiami Trail S. 
Edgewater Hospital OSPREY, FLORIDA 


5720 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, IL 60660-4086 


Discount for Seniors 


Mention CB 


Your South Suburban Bears Souvenir Headquarters 


“| shop there, 
why don’t you!”’ 


— Dave Duerson 


*Wear what NEL players & coaches wear — NFL Proline. . . 


“Official Bears Starter Jackets 

“Chicago Bears Desk Top Telephone 
(It Plays Fight Song) 

*Mad Mac Poster Available 


MasterCard 


Lincoln Mall 
Matteson, IL 


“Shop Where The Pros Shop”’ 
As Featured on “The NFL Today” 


All Sizes — Infants to Papa Bear (XXL) 
For Your Convenience, We Accept Mail Orders With Your Visa or MasterCard 


Louis Joliet Mall 
Joliet, IL 


Dave Duerson and 
Otis Wilson at the 
Evergreen Plaza Store. 


. Get into it! 


FOR INFORMATION CALL 312-748-0051 


We Specialize In Mail Orders 


Orland Park Place 
Orland Park, IL 


Evergreen Plaza 
Evergreen Park, IL 
(Now Open) 


Field position isn’t so important to the 
teams that roll up 300-yard passing games 
as naturally as breaking a huddle. For 
them, good field position might mean the 
difference between a three-pass touch- 
down drive and a four-pass drive. 


“We're not that kind of team,’ Bear 
coach Mike Ditka says. The Bears weren't 
that kind of team even with Jim McMahon, 
who never has passed for 300 yards in the 
NFL. They certainly aren't that kind of team 
without him. 

They're a running team, a ball-control 
team, a Walter Payton team. Their drives 
take longer. More things can go wrong. The 
key play in the loss to the Rams have been 
the holding penalty on the Bears’ first drive. 
It turned the drive from a touchdown drive 
into a field-goal drive. That’s always the risk 
for methodical offenses. More plays means 
more chances for mistakes. 

The way to reduce that risk is to shorten 
the drive. The Bears may not have the 
passing game to shorten the drive with long 
plays, but there's: anether way» They do 
have the kind of defense that can shorten 
the field. 

Turnovers are the best way. When Dit- 
ka replaced Buddy Ryan with defensive 
coordinator Vince Tobin, the thing he kept 
talking about was turnovers. Tobin would 
play more zone pass coverage. The 
defenders would be able to keep their eyes 
on the ball. They should take it away more 
often. 

lt hasn't quite worked out that way. 
Through 10 games, the Bears had 24 tur- 
novers, 10 fewer than their league-leading 
pace a year ago. They had gone six 
straight games without taking the ball away 
more than three times. 

They were stili learning the defense. 
“Turnovers come naturally when everyone 
is in the right place,”’ Mike Singletary says. 
That still wasn’t happening as often as it 
will. As safety Gary Fencik says, ‘We know 
we'll get better.’’ 

And even without the turnovers, the 
defense was shortening the field. It wasn’t 
giving up yards. On 35 percent of the 
Bears’ possessions, more than one in 
three, they were getting the ball within 60 
yards of the opponent's goal line. That was 
almost triple the 13 percent of short-field 
possessions the opponents were getting. 
Bears take advantage of field position 

More than that, the Bears were taking 
advantage of the field position when they 
got it. They scored on 55 percent of their 
short-field possessions; opponents scored 
on 33 percent. They averaged 3.2 points 
per short-field possession, opponents aver- 
aged 1.3. 

Of all the Bears’ offensive points, they 
scored 62 percent on drives that began at 
their 40-yard line or beyond. For their op- 
ponents, those drives accounted for 18 per- 
cent of thier offensive points. 

That's why the Bears’ offense, plodding 
as it is, could outscore opposing offenses 
203-106 in the first 10 games. They were 
alittle more efficient with bad field position, 
from behind their own 20. They make few- 
er mistakes. From between the 20 and 40, 
the Bears’ scoring average was almost 


identical to that of their opponents. 

It would be nice to have a spectacular 
offense instead of merely an opportunistic 
one. But you can win championships the 
Bears’ way. The Bears already have. 

In their three playoff games last year, 
they scored 70 percent of their offensive 
points on drives that began at their 40 or 
beyond. Throw in the three touchdowns 
scored by defense and kicking teams, and 
only 22 percent of their points came on 
drives from behind their own 40. 

They beat the Giants with an early score 
on a muffed punt and a 41-yard touchdown 
drive after a turnover. They beat the Rams 
without starting behind their own 44-yard 
line on a scoring drive. 

In the 46-10 Super Bowl, the Bears’ 
offense started slowly. It was 3-3 before 
Richard Dent forced fumbles that the Bears 
recovered at the New England 21 and 7. 
After that, it was 13-3 and the game was 
under control. . 
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Defense, running game complement 
each other 

The defense and running game have to 
help each other. The defense'’s job is not 
only to keep the score within a ball-control 
offense’s reach, but also to keep the goal 
line close. It drops the offense off in good 
field position the way a parent drops his 
child off at the school door instead of three 
blocks away. 

The offense, in turn, keeps the defense 
rested by controlling the ball. It also has to 
score early, so the defense can do what it 
does best, which is barrel willy nilly after 
the passer. At Tampa Bay, the Bears finally 
scored their first opening-drive touchdown 
and had 14 points before the Bucs had two 
yards. Not coincidentally, their five sacks 
were their second-most of the season. 

“We could tee off,”’ linebacker Otis Wil- 
son said. ‘‘When we know they’re going to 
pass, we can put more pressure on. We 
can blitz. We can do the things we do well.” 
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Bears’ defense, running game go together 


Or as Steve McMichael put it, “The things 
we did last year.” 

Ditka took some criticism for not running 
more against the Bucs when Payton was 
gaining seven yards a pop. Bad passing 
cut the legs off two drives that began near 
midfield, or the score might have been a 
rout. ‘'! wasn’t real happy with a couple of 
my Calls,’ Ditka said. 

Maybe they would have run more if Dit- 
ka had greeted the team at training camp 
by saying it was committing the season to 
beating Tampa Bay by 30 points in Novem- 
ber. He didn’t, though. He mentioned 
January. 

The Bears have bigger fish to fry than 
Tampa Bay. The Bucs are merely bait. 
They were foils for a training exercise. 
Whether the Bears planned it that way or 
not, they worked on the balance they'll 
need to win another Super Bowl. 

Even the best team at ramming the ball 
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down throats can’t expect opponents to 
open their mouths voluniarily. In order to 
do what they do most of the time, the Bears 
have to do other things some of the time. 
If defenses know they'll never see them, 
Walter Payton’s golden road between the 
tacklers starts looking like a packed 
elevator. 


10-game totals 


Bears Season Statistics 


(AOVERTIME) 
Cleveland 
Philadelphia 
at Green Bay 
at Cincinnati 
Minnesota 

at Houston 
at Minnesota 
Detroit 

Rams 

at Tampa Bay ' 
at Atlanta 
Green Bay 
Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay 

at Detroit 
at Dallas 


WON 8, LOST 2 
41-31 
13-10 
25-12 
44- 7 
23- 0 
20- 7 

7-23 
13- 7 
17-20 
23- 3 


‘What we did,”’ tight end Emery Moore- 
head said, ‘‘was set up the running game 
with the passing game.” 


“That loosens it up,”’ center Jay Hilgen- 
berg said. ‘‘It keeps the defensive backs 
and linebackers playing deeper. Then af- 
ter awhile, when we started running the 
ball, the defensive backs came up and we 
hit that long pass to Willie at the end.” 

The Bears can’t count on doing that ev- 


RUSHIN 
Payton 
Sanders 
Suhey 
Thomas 
HcHahon 
Gault 
Anderson 


66,030 
65,130 
55,527 


OPPONENTS 
RECEIVING 


Bears Opponents 


TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 192 
Rushing 98 
Passing 78 
Penalty 16 
3rd Down: Made/Att 46/126 
4th Down: Made/Att 3/ 7 

TOTAL NET YARDS 
Avg. Per Game 

Total Plays 
Avg. Per Pla 

NET YARDS RUSHING 
Avg. Per Game 
Total Rushes 

NET YA 
fivg. Fer Game 
Tackled/Yards Lost 
Gross Yards 
Att./Completions 
Completion Pct. 


18/123 

1882 

259/134 
31.7 


Had Intercepted 13 
PUNTS/AVERAGE 
NET PUNTING AVG. 
FENALTIES/YARDS 65/ 509 
FUMBLES/BALL LOST 20/10 
TOUCHDOWNS 24 

Rushing 13 

Passing 8 

Returns 32 

SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 
BEARS 
OPPONENTS 

SCORING 
Butler 
Payton 
Sanders 
Gault 
Gentry 
Harshall 
Ortego 
HcHahon 
Moorehead 
Suhey 
Tomczak 
HcHichael 
BEARS 

N 

SACKS: McMichael 7.0, Dent 5.0, 


36.7 


TBR-Ru-Pa-Rt 
0 


COrrorcor co BUS 
cooewronoowonso 


0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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> Ww 
“No 


4 OT Total 
69 36 55 63 3 
29 23 48 20 #0 


3 23/24 19/25 
2 12/13 10/14 


Moorehead 
Suhey 
Yrightman 


INTERCEPTIONS 
Duerson 
Marshall 
Richardson 
34/272 
2158 


337/163 


48.4 
18 


46/ 40.7 59/ 40.0 
No. 


OPPONENTS 


Rarnes 

KEARS 

OPPONENTS 

226 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Sanders 
Gentry 
Anderson — 


S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 OPPONENTS 
0 EIELD GOALS 
0 Butler 

0 Opponents 
0 

0 

0 

1 


1/1 
0/0 


Butler: (54N,50N,47G,19G)(38N,46N,236,37N,55N, 
23G)(346, 526 ,27G) (41G) (246, 426, 326) (316, 276) 
() (296, 276) (306) (256, 23G,22G) 

Opponents: (226) (496) (226, 466, 456,506,52N)() 
(ABN) (SAN) (296) (28N) (266,506) (426) 


1 
0 


Duerson 4.0, Hampton 4.0, Perry 4.0, 
Wilson 4.0, Harris 2.0, Hartenstine 1.0, 
Marshall 1.0, Singletary 1.0, BEARS 34.0, 


OPPONENTS 18.0 


Tomczak 
Fuller 
Payton 
Flutie 
BEARS 
OPPONENTS 


74 35 531 
62 34 451 


47.3 
34.8 


7.18 1 


259 134 rez 51.7 
337 163 2158 48.4 


Yds 
46 1872 40.7 6 
46 1872 40.7 6 
39 2359 40 

PUNT RETURNS Ret FC Yds Avg Long Til 
Lh ee ek Eee ey J ee ae 


33 7 257 7.8 
li 1 


No. Yds Avg ae Ti 


1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
10/10 4/6 


ery week. Maybe another playoff contender 
would have batted down their pass-first 
strategy like a sluggish moth. Ditka himself 
said, ‘| don’t think we’re as sophisticated 
as some teams.” 

Fortunately, they don’t have to be. All the 
Bears’ passing game has to do is turn the 
crank to:start their old-fashioned running 
game. With their defense, that’s enough. 
Payton can carry a 60-yard drive as easily 
as Dan Fouts used to throw for 300. 
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Shrine of Mary 
Holy Hill 


i 
134 1882 14.0 t58 8 | 
| Discalced'Camelite Friars. Religious Setting 
| 
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163. 2158.. 13.2..t65 27 
No. Yds Avg Long Ti 
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Open 24 hours 
7 days a week 
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¢ Massage 
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93 68.7 
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Bills’ hiring 
of Levy is 
no surprise 


The word out of Buffalo is Bills’ owner Ralph Wilson 
made up his mind to fire coach Hank Bullough even be- 
fore his team lost to the hapless Bucs recently in Tampa. 
Sources say Wilson would have fired Bullough even if the 
Bills had beaten the Bucs. 

Nobody should have been surprised when first-year 
Bills’ GM Bill Polian immediately named former Chicago 
Blitz head coach Marv Levy as Bullough’s successor. 
Polian was Levy's personnel chief for the Blitz. 

Levy will be a dramatic change. He has a master’s 
degree from:Harvard and quotes Churchill and Chaucer. 
The mafapropping Bullough is the son of a coal miner. 

But several people are pointing out how conservative 
Levy was offensively when he coached the Chiefs from 
1978-1982. : 


By 
Brian 
Hewitt 


NFL Notebook 


Said Chiefs quarterback Bill Kenney, who played for 
Levy in. Kansas City; ‘‘l think)Marv is a good coach. But 
| ‘don't think he should mess ‘with the offense ih iffalo. 
| think Marv should get himself a good offensive coordi- 
nator. Hey, maybe Don Coryell. 

“Marv gets too emotional during a game. He was al- 
ways two or three plays behind.” 


~ 
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PHILLY DOG: 

Former Bear defensive coordinator Buddy Ryan is wear- 
ing thinner than turpentine in Philadelphia where he has 
once again criticized a team that beat his Eagles. 

“We're a better football team than St. Louis even though 
we didn't prove it,”’ said the first-year Philadelphia head 
coach after losing 13-10 to’St. Louis Nov. 2. ‘We have 
a rookie left tackle, a rookie left guard, a rookie center and 
all rookie running backs. But we’re still a better team than 
they are. That's what made this loss tough for me. 

“The thing we have a chance to do is get better. St. 
Louis is playing a lot of older guys and they're not going 
to get much better.”’ 

Said one Eagie who requested anonymity: “Mixed emo- 
tions is watching your new car fail off a cliff with Buddy 
Ryan in it.” 

Meanwhile, Ryan had more nice things to say about his 
tight end John Spagnola after Spagnola’s offside penalty 
helped cost the Eagles a touchdown: 

“The only mistake | made was not picking up Jimmie 
Giles off the waiver wire,’ Ryan said. Giles is the tight end 
recently released by Tampa Bay. 


LION EYES: : 

After nine weeks the Lions were the best 3-6 team in 
the league, especially when you considered how close they 
were to being 7-2. 

Of their four losses in that span, one was 24-21 to 
Cleveland on an 84-yard punt return. The next was 14-10 
to the Rams on an 80-yard interception return. The Bears 
then beat them 13-7 on Wilber Marshall's fumble return 
fora touchdown. And finally they lost to the Bengals 24-17 
thanks to.a controversial 49-yard pass interference penalty 
late in the game. 

DOTSCH TREAT: 

Former USFL coach Rollie Dotsch will probably never 
work for either Bear coach Mike Ditka or Ram coach John 
Robinson. Here’s why: : 

Dotsch watched the Rams’ 20-17 Monday night victory 
over the Bears Nov. 3 and had this to say: ‘'l find it hard 
to believe that those two teams couldn;t find better peo- 
ple to play quarterback for them. You'mean to tell me Cliff 
Stoudt isn't better than those guys?"’ 


MR.-LEE, MR, LEE: og 


i lia 


After a sluggish start quarterback Mike Tomczak was throwing the ball on target in the second half Sunday to lead the Bears’ 
comeback against the Falcons. (Bear Report photo by Glenn Abrams) . 


Stoudt, the former Steeler, played for Dotsch in Birmin- 
gham. He is now starting ahead of Neil Lomax in St. Louis._ 


YOU CAN CALL ME...: 

The most common last name in the NFL is a tie between 
Johnson and Williams with 22 each. 

There are 13 Browns, 12 Jones, 12 Smiths and 11 
Wilsons. 

There is only one Tomczak. 


. * 


Nine .quarterbacks. represented by California agent 


"Leigh Steinberg started in the NFL in Week Nine. 


They are: Oiler Warren Moon, Seahawk Gale Gilbert, 
Charger Tom Flick, 49er Mike Moroski, Buc Steve Young, 
Patriot Tony Eason, Jet Ken O’Bien, Lion Eric Hipple and 
Cardinal Neil Lomax. 

Said Steinberg: “Thank God there’s no anti-trust.” 


MAD MAX: 

When Redskin kicker Max Zendejas missed three ex- 
tra points against the Vikings recently it was the first time 
any kicker had done so since Joe Aguirre of the Redskins 
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missed four of five PATs Oct. 8, 1949. 

But the Redskins’ coaches have given Zendejas several 
votes of confidence. Even deposed Redskin kicker Mark 
Moseley said he supported Zendejas. ‘‘I’d hate to know 
| was sacrificed for nothing,’ Moseley said. 


TOON IN NEXT WEEK 

Jet receiver Al Toon started his 16th game in the NFL 
recently, which finally gave him the equivalent of one full 
season. 


His numbers in those 16 games were 97 receptions for 


' 1,321 yards and nine touchdowns. During those same 16 


games the Jets’ other primary wide receiver, Wesley Walk- 
er, caught seven touchdown passes and has averaged 
50.8 yards per reception on those touchdowns. 


HAIL TO THE CHIEFS: 

The surprising Chiefs were 6-3 and hustling for a spot 
in the playoffs after nine weeks. But don’t hold your breath. 
It's November. 

The last three years the Chiefs played .500 football in 
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son, who picked off the ball at the Bears’ 38-yard line and 
returned it five yards before lateraling to Duerson. Duer- 
son took the ball 12 more yards to the Falcons’ 45-yard 
line. 

“That's what you call being out of air and | was looking 
for someone to give it too,”’ Richardson said. “‘And then 
| was looking for the ground.” 

“We were forcing them into some situations where they 
had to put the ball up,’’ Duerson said. ‘‘It was just a mat- 
ter of reading their eyes. Our game plan is to contain the 
run and put pressure on the pass. We were doing both 
effectively today.” 

After moving the ball to the eight, Butler came in for a 
26-yard field goal, but again missed to the left. “Thank 


heaven for Richardson and Duerson,”’ Butler said. “‘l just 


got caught up in the emotion of the game. | lost my con- 
centration and rhythm. | tried to punch it through, not kick 
it smoothly.” 

The defense held Atlanta to five plays on its next ser- 
ies. And when Chicago took over Tomezak threw a 49-yard 
pass to Gault down the sideline to set up another field- 
goal attempt. But Butler's 35-yard attempt was wide left. 

“Ditka didn’t get down on me or anything,” Butler said. 
“He knew exactly what | was doing wrong. You try and 
concentrate and do your best, but today | didn’t.” 

Duerson stops Falcons’ last drive 

Duerson ended Atlanta’s hopes for a last-minute come- 
back by intercepting a Schonert pass with 1:04 left to play. 

On the other side, Tomezak wasn’t smooth in the first 
half. He threw his second and more costly interception with 
a little over two minutes gone in the second quarter. Tomc- 
zak threw from his own end zone to Payton, but the pass 
was picked off by Joel Williams and returned 14 yards for 
a touchdown. The score stretched Atlanta's lead to 10-0. 

“You teeter on whether you replace a guy at that point 
or not,’’ Ditka said. “And | said to myself that’s silly. It's 
not the end of the world and |’m not gonna replace him. 
| thought that would be the worst thing | could do. So we 
ran the ball a little bit to get our confidence back and got 
the field goal.” 

Payton carried the ball five times on Chicago's next drive 
for 23 yards to bring the Bears to Atlanta's 33. Tomcezak 
moved the Bears to the 14-yard line before Butler came 
in to kick a 32-yard field goal, making the score 10-3 at 
halftime. 

The offense generated only 70 total yards and four first 
downs in the first half. The Falcons also held a huge 20:49 
to 9:11 advantage in time-of-possession. But with all the 
back peddling the Falcons did, they gained just 107 yards 
in the half. 

Tomczak connects with Moorehead 

In the second half Tomezak wanted to show Ditka his 
confidence would pay off. “‘He showed a lot of confidence 
in me that he did keep me in there,’’ Tomczak said. 
“Something's bound to happen sooner or later.”’ 

That something happened on the second play of the se- 
cond half when the Bears gained more yardage on that 
play than they did in the entire first half. 

Tomezak connected with Emery Moorehead for an 
85-yard pass play to Atlanta’s one-yard line. It was the lon- 
gest catch of Moorehead’s career and the longest pass 
play in the NFL this year. 

Tomezak then took the ball in himself for the touchdown 
that tied the game, 10-10. 

“It was a big play,” Ditka said. ‘‘It was a play we hadn’t 
run for a while. And we caught them in the right forma- 
tion, The linebacker broke the coverage and we got a big 
play out of it.”’ 
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September, October and December. But they were 2-10 
in November during that period. 

Their Nov. 2 win in San Diego was their first November 
road win in six years. 

NOTES AND QUOTES: Indianapolis coach Rod 
Dowhower when asked what he had to say about his 
team’s 0-9 start: ‘In a word, not good.””. .. .New Charg- 
er head coach Al Saunders was born in London. He is only 
the third coach in NFL history born outside the United 
States. The other two were Czechoslovakia’s Hugo Bez- 
dek (Rams 1937-38) and Scotland’s Jack Sutherland 
(Steelers 1946-47)... . The Browns are using nose tack- 
le Dave Puzzuoli as a blocking back in goal line situations. 
They are thinking about nicknaming him “glacier” be- 
cause he only moves two feet a year. . . . Raider quarter- 


Emery Moorehead basks in the limelight Sunday after his 85-yard reception that set up the Bears’ touchdown in the third 
quarter. (Bear Report photo by Glenn Abrams) 


“That’s what we tried to do — come out in the second 
half, make the big play and get on the board,’’ Tomczak 
said. 

Moorehead wanted the field measured after the game. 
“| tried zigging and zagging trying to get there,"’ he said. 
“| think they ought to measure that field and make sure 
it's not 101 yards.” 

Later in the quarter Tomczak connected with Gault on 
a 27-yard pass to the Atlanta 35 to set up another score. 
Butler gave Chicago the lead for the first time midway 
through the third quarter with a 44-yard field goal four plays 
after Gault’s catch. The kick hit the left upright of the goal 
post before going through to give Chicago a 13-10 lead. 

“After the first quarter | thought we played very well 
almost all the way through,” Ditka said. ‘‘Our special 
teams play was less than what we needed. When you miss 
the field goals and don’t have any success returning the 
punts, that’s bad.” 

~ Anderson makes big plays on special teams 

One thing Ditka liked on special teams was the play of 
Neal Anderson. “He was unbelievable today,”’ Ditka said. 

Anderson made a great tackle on punt coverage, then 
saved another punt from going in the end zone by leap- 
ing at the goal line to grab the ball and throw it back into 
the field. 

Because of his speed teams have been double-covering 
Anderson on punts. ‘‘But it’s just making up your mind 
that you’re not gonna get stopped,”’ he said. 

About his save at the goal line Anderson said, ‘‘It was 
a matter of timing and the ball took a good bounce. It was 
a great kick on Maury’s part, too.” 

Despite the close score and missed opportunities Dit- 
ka said he saw a lot of good on the field. 


back Mare Wilson took his offense to the Bronco 39, 14, 
26, 3 and 13-yard lines recently without scoring a point. 
The drives were stopped by (in order) an interception, an 
interception, fumbled snap, back to back sacks and 
another interception. . .. Denver linebacker Jim Ryan on 
the Broncos’ strategy against Wilson: ‘‘We know he has 
a tendency to throw the interception so we just sat back 
and waited. He’s a quarterback who has a tendency to 
make a mistake in the heat of battle. So we had a wait- 
and-see attitude.” ... .Raider backup quarterback Jim 
Plunkett on playing behind Wilson: ‘‘It's no fun watching, 
especially based on the premise of what | was told during 
the offseason — that I’d be able to compete for the job, 
That wasn't the case. If there was a head and shoulders 
difference between us — if he was that much better than 
me, then maybe | could even accept it. The one thing he 
has on his side is youth. But it’s like the old saying: Youth 
is wasted on the young."’. . .. When the St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat folded recently, Cardinal coach Gene Stallings 
called beat writer Carl Moritz and offered to lend him 
money or anything else Moritz might need’ 


“We were fortunate today,"’ he said. ‘It’s not what we're 
doing that’s wrong, it’s how we're doing it. But I’m happy 
for Mike. He bounced back. 

“| see good things and | see belief in the players in each 
other. When you’re playing hard, things have a way of 
evening out.” 

The defense made sure of that on Sunday. 


GAME NOTES: Atlanta leads the series over the 
Bears by a 9-§ advantage. Last year the Bears beat At- 
lanta at Soldier Field 36-0. The Bears are 3-4 against 
the Falcons in Atlanta. The teams have never met in 
preseason or postseason play... Ditka’s 6-7 mark 
against the NFC West going into the Atlanta game was 
his only losing record he had against any NFL division. 
Ditka is 2-1 against the Falcons. .. Kevin Butler, who 
made 16 consecutive fieid-goal attempts entering the 
Atlanta game, is chasing the NFL record of 23 consecu- 
tive field goals by Mark Moseley set in 1981-82 with 
the Washington Redskins. In less than two years in the 
NFL Butler is 13 for 13 on grass and 30 of 34 on the 
road... Bears who have ties to the Atlanta area in- 
clude Richard Dent, who was an all-state selection at 
Atlanta’s Murphy High School; Willie Gault, who is from 
nearby Griffin, where he was a member of the track 
team that won the state title in three of his four years; 
Kevin Butler, who attended Redan (Georgia) High 
School before attending the University of Georgia; and 
Steve Fuller and William Perry, who both attended 
Clemson University. . . Going into the Atlanta game the 
Bear defense had allowed just two touchdowns in the 
last 13 quarters and had held 15 of its last 27 oppo- 
nents to under 10 points. 
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NFL Licensed 


This 23* «35° fine-art 
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produced in duo-tone inks 
which artistically capture 
McMahon at his best 
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Send CHECK or MONEY ORDER a 
SPORTS 2000, INC. 
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Ce CC...) jis he says, why don't you hear all of them complaining, 


Bear Report Letters 


1271 W. Dundee Rad. 
Box 89E 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


BEAR REPORT weicomes all Letters to the Editor. Due 


to space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- 
ters fo fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 
necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters wil] not be printed. 


Passing On A Message From Halas 


Dear Doug, 

A personal message to the 1986 Bear team from the ghost of 
George Halas — and the Spirit of Victories Past: 

Drop all your concern, speculation, and discussion of Doug 
Flutie. Let Ditka and the front office handle the hiring, firing and 
responsibility jor this and other moves toward improving your 
chances of more Super Bowl championships. Each week devote 
yourself only — and think only — of beating your next opponent. 
Let me tell you of my view of Flutie from up here. 


He wants to be.a Bear and he is made of Bear material. And, 


he wants nothing more than to help you. He wants you to con- 
tinue to be the best. He is an athlete and feels he can contri 
ute. Too small? If you don’t remember them your dads and uncles 
can probably ease your minds by telling you something about 
“The Little Magician,” Eddie LeBaron, and “‘Passin’ '’ Davey 
O'Brien. They are both part of NFL history, were great quarter- 
backs, and were as small or smaller than Flutie. How well | remem- 
ber. They did things with quickness and ball handling that would 
have been hard for bigger guys to duplicate. 

They gave my Bears a hard time, I'll tell you, and drove most 
defensive teams out of their gourds. | remember, too, that cons- 
ciously or unconsciously the officials seemed to protect them more 
than bigger signal callers. Made me damn mad at the time. But 
| can sort of understand it. Even their teams seemed to give them 
more than 100 percent effort to protect them because they didn't 
want seme 66” guy weighing 280 pounds driving their heads 
in the ground like a spike. , 

OK, he would flunk out, but | can assure you it won't be be- 


cause he didn’t give It his best. He not only wants to Impressthe 


coaches, but his teammates. With your help he will make it. And 
instead of {\unking aut'we could get a combination of LeBaron 
and O’Brien. This would make you, Ditka, Flutie and me all hap- 
py: I'll work 'on it from.up here, you try to make it come true down 
there. End of message. 

Thank you, George. Glad | was able to pass your thoughts along 
to the Bears of 1986. | don’t believe that George means he ex- 
pects Flutie to beat a healthy McMahon out of a job. But how 
many games have we had a healthy McMahon? If injuries should 
shorten his career where do we go? Fuller, and to a lesser ex- 
tent Tomczak, have had a chance to prove themselves. | don’t 
see another McMahon in either of them. Flutie could be. Long 
live McMahon, but let's Keep the Crown Prince at the ready. 

Tom Sanders 
Dallas, TX 


Ditka Responsible for Bears’ Success 


Dear Doug: 

As a long suffering Bears fan I'd like to make a few observa- 
tions about the current situation. 

| think that the overall reason why the Bears have been so suc- 
cessful of late is a result of having such a great array of talent 
ai so many positions. | could care less that Buddy Ryan left. In 
my opinion he was a talented big mouth who took more credit 
for the Bears’ success than he ever deserved. And he’s already 
put his foot in his mouth in Philadelphia. The Bears have always 
been known for their defenses. So why didn’t Buddy get into the 
playoffs much earlier? Because he didn’t have the talent! 


The person most responsible for the success of the Bears is . 


Mike Ditka. When he arrived he cleaned house of all the dead 
wood like Robin Earl and Dan Jiggets and several others who 
were only filling positions and collecting paychecks. He took 
chances with younger guys coming up who could develop into 
solid performers like Bortz, Thayer and Becker. And thank God 
that Ditka has introduced some imagination into the offense. It 
was bad enough eating your heart out watching the Bears lose 
for 20 some years. With coaches like Pardee and Armstrong we 
not only lost, but we were bored to death while doing it. 

it’s obvious that the Bears do better when McMahon is at the 
helm, but there comes a point when you wonder how much good 
he’s doing when he plays three games and then sits three. It 
doesn't give you much confidence for the playoffs, especially af- 
ter watching Fuller and Tomezak against the Rams. Fuller can 
do the job, but he puts too much pressure on himself and then 
loses confidence when he makes a mistake. Mike Tomczak just 
doesn't have enough experience. At this stage | don't see what 
there is to lase by activating Doug Flutie. 

i read Jim McMahon's book and | wasn't all that impressed. 
When somebody does nothing but takes shots at those around 
him it takes the juster away. His antics wear pretty then when 
the only thing you see him do is stand on the sidelines with his 
array of headbands. And if so many people on the team are un- 
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| think McMahon should quit trying to be the center of controversy, 
shut his mouth and try making a few more on-field contributions. 
| know | sound negative, but when you've lived and died with 
the Bears for so long you don’t want to see them fall away from 
success. Here’s hoping McMahon realizes he's more effective 
when he’s a positive influence both on and off the field and winds 
up taking the Bears to another Super Bowl this year. 
Tom Mygrants 
Dayton, OH 


A System To Judge The Defense 


Dear Editor: 

I've always felt judging offensive players’ performances was 
much easier than rating defensive players because of the large 
number of self-explanatory statistics. And why is one defensive 
player picked over another for the Pro Bowl? Most people judge 
defensive linemen and linebackers’ output solely on the basis 
of tackles. And defensive backs are sometimes rated on the ba- 
sis of interceptions alone. Before Chicago's season began, | 
decided | wanted to find out for myself who the best defensive 
performers for the Bears are. Consequently, I’ve devised a way 
to rate every Bear defensive player's performance game-to-game 
— and all you need is a VCR. 

First, | tape every Bear game on my VCR and watch it later 
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in the week. I’ve formulated a point system to evaluate Bear defen- 
sive players. The basics are awarding 2 points for a solo tackle; 
1 point for an assist; 3.5 points for an interception; 3 points for 
a sack; 2.5 for a tackle behind the line; 3 points for making a tackle 
that causes a fumble; 4.5 points for a safety; 6 points for a defen- 
sive touchdown; and 2 points for a pass deflection. 

This alone doesn’t tell the entire story of a defensive player's 
accomplishments. Two examples are in the Bengal game, Reg- 
gie Phillips tipped a pass high into the air, into the waiting arms 
of Gary Fencik. So | also gave Phillips points for causing the in- 
terception; and if Wilbur Marshall blitzes, gets on the quarterback 
in a hurry and causes him to throw the ball away, Marshall 
deserves points. Thus with my system, total performance is ac- 
counted for. 

After nine games, the top 10 Bear defensive performers were 
Singletary, 119.5 points; Duerson 113.5; Marshall 106.5; Fencik 
90; Wilson 88.5; Perry 77; McMichael 76.5; Richardson 76; Dent 
63; and Hampton 61.5. 

By position (the only correct way to compare defensive play- 
ers against one another), the best single-game efforts were: line- 
man, Perry against the Rams; linebacker — Singletary against 
the Bengals; and defensive back — Duerson, who turned in the 
best one-game effort of any Bear this season against Buddy’s 
Eagles. 

Jeff Weiss 
Ames, IA 


A. = 


Great videotapes in a league by themselves! 


CO The NFL's Greatest Games 

(45 min.) $19.95 
Exciting action footage of five of the most 
heart-stopping games in the League's history: 
the 1967 Packers-Cowboys “Ice Bowl,” the 
Chargers-Dolphins OT 1981 Playoff game, the 
Raiders-Dolphins 1974 Playoff game, the 
Colts-Giants OT 1958 NFL Championship 
game and the wild Colts-Lions 1960 regular 
season game. 


© CrunchTime (stereo) (45 min.) $19.95 
Features some of the game's greatest hits as 
served up by intimidating NFL hitmen like 
Howie Long, “Mad Dog” Mike Curtis, Larry 
Csonka, Randy White, and Dick Butkus. Bone- 
rattling action for true NFL fans. 


O Best of the Football Follies 

(44 min.) $19.95 
A hilarious review of the funniest moments 
NFL Films has created since’\1969. Includes 


goofs and spoofs, a musical football review, 
eavesdropping on coaches, and a football 
ballet edited to classical music. 


© NFL Crunch Course (stereo) 

(43 min.) $19.95 
A look at the high-impact collisions in pro 
football and the men most adept at causing 
them. Featuring Lawrence Taylor wired for 
sound during a game and a profile on the 
NFL's hardest hitting offensive player, Walter 
Payton. Breath-taking action is guaranteed to 
have fans “oohing and aahing.” 


NEW LOW PRICES ON 


BEARS TAPES 


(© World Champions! The Story of the 1985 
Chicago Bears (58 min.) $19.95 
It's all here: The 15-1 regular season, the post- 


season triumphs over the Giants, Rams and 
Patroits plus profiles on the 4-6 defense, Ditka, 
Payton, McMahon and the ‘Fridge. 


C 1984 Chicago Bears Highlights/The Road 
to Super Bowl XIX (70 min.) $29.95 
A record 72 sacks and the NFL's best rushing 
attack led Chicago to its first division title in 
over 20 years. Plus 47 minutes of highlights 
from the entire NFL season. 


OO The NFL's Best Ever Runners 

(46 min.) $29.95 
Compare the best: Brown, Payton, Sayers, 0J, 
Dickerson and the other all-time greats. 


OO The NFL's Best Ever Coaches 

(46 min.) $29.95 
The all-time winningest NFL Coaches are profiled 
including George Halas, Vince Lombardi, and 
Paul Brown. 


CO Please send me your free brochure. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
800/NFL-TAPE 

(During Office Hours) 

In NJ 609-778-1600 

ask for ext. 297 

Add $8.00/tape for overseas shipment. 


Add $2.00/tape for Mexican, Canadian 
and Hawaiian shipments. 


Add $2.00 for all APO and FPO shipments. 
New Jersey residents add 6% sales tax. 


Enclosed is my check or money order for 
SS 

Or charge to my credit card in the amount of 
— 

MOVISA (C)MasterCard ClAmerican Express 


Credit Card Number Expiration Date 


Signature (required to fill orders.) 


My VCR is (check one) VHS COBETAIN 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
cry ——___-stafe____—11P. 
PHONE 


Send cassette order to: A IFL 

NFL FILMS VIDEO 

Dept. C FILMS 
330 Fellowship Road VIDEO 
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
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Packers 


Continued From Page 8 
ers recorded six sacks on quarterback Steve Young. They 
only had 10 sacks going into the game. 

“| think the defense feels pretty good about itself,’ says 
Gregg. ‘‘There’s a lot of intensity with those guys. They’re 


NFL Standings 


National Conference 
Eastern Division 
WwW 


N.Y, Giants 
Washington 


Philadelphia 
St. Louis . 


Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
i Pittsburgh 
Green Bay 3 149 Houston 
Tampa Bay ; 171 


254 | 164 
192 180 


New Orleans 197 167 
Atlanta 4 208 198 
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William Perry (72) fights off a blocker to reach the ball carrier Sunday in Chicago’s game 
against Atlanta. Perry had three tackles in the Bears’ 13-10 win. (Bear Report photo by Glenn 


Abrams) 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


playing hard and they’re playing tough.” 

The Packer defense, which has been allowing 312: yards 
per game, held the Bucs to 264 yards. Green Bay’s defen- 
sive leaders include linebacker John Dorsey (55 tackles), 
linebacker Brian Noble (52 solos, 24 assists), linebacker 
Randy Scott (48), cornerback Mossy Cade (41) and cor- 
nerback Mark Lee (5 interceptions). 
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Placekicker Al Del Greco has not had too many chances 
to kick this season. He has connected on 10 of 17 field 
goal attempts and all 17 of his extra point tries for a total 
of 47 points. Punter Don Bracken ranks 12th in the NFC 
with a 39.3 average. Walter Stanley is 7th in the league 
with a 20.8 kickoff return average, but is averaging only 
6.4 on punt returns. 


What A Score! 


Score a touchdown 
with any fan with our 
N.F.L. Team Blankets, 
a great gift idea. 


TO ORDER, WRITE OR CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-9224BED } 


For over 61 years Frankel’s has been 
providing customers with luxurious 
s home fashions... for less. 


= mages. Now, to our reputation for quality, 


selection and value, we add direct 
ordering convenience via mail 
and phone. 


Score A Touchdown at Frankel’s 
with Oversized Officially Licensed 
N.F.L. TEAM BLANKETS 


It's official! This is the blanket to own, to give, to love for Its 
warmth and whimsy. A natural for football fans of all ages, it 
can be used as a Stadium blanket or, for real decorative im- 
pact, as a wall hanging. And, of course, will turn any twin size 
bed into a fantasy football field. Large 60"x80" blankets are 
available with the official team logos and colors of the New 
York Jets, New York Giants, Chicago Bears, Dallas Cowboys, 
Los Angeles Raiders, Los Angeles Rams, Pittsburgh Steelers, 
Washington Redskins, Denver Broncos, San Francisco 49-ers 
and Miami Dolphins. These 90% virgin high pile acrylic/10% 
polyester blankets machine wash and dry and come in heavy 
gauge reusable clear vinyl storage bags. Representative 
assortments available at all Frankel’s New York stores. 


Please add $3 for handling on each order. 
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please add applicable sales tax. ¢ 
Card by Phone or Mail to: 


6 HARBOR PARK DRIVE 
PORT WASHINGTON, N.Y. 11050 


516-484-6700 
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